A touch of magic™

EPORTS FROM THE HOTLY-CONTESTED PINTO SECTION AT HASTINGS

Melanie Robinson’s bay and white Glenmay
Aragorn, Larkspur Tango, Lisa Gately’s per-

-patterned overo, Weiti Roma, Touch
of Colour, Hawk Arrow, Kinky Boots and
Stanhopes Magician. But soon the battle
was down to two, and Stanhopes Magician
finally emerged as victor.

The young colt, owned by Emma Steel and
her magician husband Jonathan, of Magic
Coloured Warmbloods in Christchurch, is
the result of careful planning and waiting. A
delighted Emma explains: “About five years
ago, we decided to import some semen from
a stunning coloured German warmblood,
Stanhopes Diddycoy, who was standing in
Europe — but as breeding would have it, it
took us about three years till Marty arrived.
He was worth the wait, though!”

There are just two Diddycoy offspring in
New Zealand, and Marty is the only colt.
The other, who also belongs to Emma and
Jonathan, is a three-year-old bay gelding,
and currently for sale to a good home.
“There’s no more frozen semen from
Diddycoy available worldwide; they made
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the decision last breeding season. So, we
have the only two in New Zealand and obwi-
ously Marty is the only one that can carry
on the good lines — Gottward, Gotthard/lco
- related to Milton.” .
Emma says the wait for the final decision
in the title class was nerve-wracking. “We
all thought it was a foregone conclusion
that Kinky Boots would take the title after
her Supreme win, so it was an even nicer
surprise. And it was wonderful to have the
Canterbury supporters behind us and to
hear the cheer when he got the title”
Marty’sdamis Emma'slovely
eventer Cyprus, a dark bay thoroughbred by
the imported US sire, Musical Phantasy.
The colt’s impact on the southern pinto
scene was immediate. “At his first show
[South Island Pinto Show, 2008] he was.
champion youngstock, champion reg
pinto and supreme in-hand ~ and
only two months old,” laughs Em
year we took him to the warmb
pionship show; he was the on
horse in the in-hand section &
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